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ANGEL 
Art in India is alive 

and well, thank 
you. Sharniistlia 
Ray speaks to the 

patrons, mentors and 
cheerleaders who 

make that possible 

decade in the Indian a art world can give you 
perspective, especially 

when you've taken the scenic 
route as I have. A decade 
ago, I arrived in Mumbai as 
a young ingenue from New 
York, on the brink of a massive, 
unprecedented boom in the art 
market. I was at the helm of a 
major art gallery when, first, 
Lehman Brothers crashed, 
taking the world economy with 
it, and then 26/11 besieged my 
adopted home. Overnight, the 
heyday of art seemed to be over. 

Back then, a colleague 
ventured a prediction that 
an entire new ecosystem of 
new artists and practitioners 
would emerge. He was right. 
The seven profiles in this 
story will introduce you to the 
architects of this new order. 
These individuals have vastly 
different backgrounds, but 
they are united by their desire 
to create resilient networks of 
exchange in the art world. 

"We want young artists 
from India and the 

subcontinent to have 
exchanges with artists from 

all over the world" 

N I K H I L  C H O P R A ,  M A D H A V I  G O R E  
A N D  R O M A I N  L O U S T A U  
F O U N D E R S .  H H  A R T  S P A C E S ,  G O A  
The meeting of Romain Loustau, Nikhil 
Chopra and Madhavi Gore couldn't have 
been more serendipitous. Loustau was on 
a beach in Goa, drawing in his notebook, 
when he crossed paths with Chopra. They 
hit it off instantly. Loustau, who is trained 
in theatre, had just emerged from an 
underground art community in Paris and 
Chopra, one of the leading performance 
artists from the subcontinent, is married 
to Gore, an artist. But the three partners 

agree that their biggest achievement 
is the setting up of HH Art Spaces 
in Goa. Loustau, who is currently in 
Lisbon, describes HH as a place that 
helps artists collaborate and be critical. 
Chopra says, "We want young artists 
from India and the subcontinent to have 
exchanges with artists from all over the 
world." The imminent launch of their first 
World Residency Program in Portugal 
will do much towards that cause. 
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K R U P A  A M I N  
F O U N D E R .  
S P A C E  S T  U  D  I  
V A D O D A R A  

O S  

When Krupa Amin landed in 
Mumbai with a degree from 
Sotheby's, she found herself 
in the middle of the art 
boom of a decade ago. The 
highlight of her job at various 
art institutions and galleries 
was getting to work within a 
thriving ecosystem of artists, 
historians and collectors. At 
home, she found an ally in her 
mother-in-law, Malika, who 
believed just as strongly in the 
need to provide young artists 
with a structure of support. 
They joined forces in 2006 to 
found Space Studios, which 
would offer studio facilities to 
fresh art graduates. "Vadodara 
has been so important for 
art production in the historic 
context. Besides, it is my 
hometown," says Amin. Space 
Studios also gives its budding 
artists tools to experiment 
with, through workshops on 
glass, ceramics, natural 
dye, video art, photography 
and installations. >. 

" Vadodcira has been so 
important for art production in 

the historic context" 
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