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Arts fest showcases

Bengal’s rural heritage

Biplab Bhattacharjee
U RS

Ki
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The Kolkata Cent-
re for CreatiVitingkCe), in
collaborati¢n with'the Indi-
an Museum and thie Muse-
um Asgétiation of Bengal,
launched an exhibition cele-
bratingithe cultural wealth
of rural traditions in urban
settings. As part of the 5th
editionof the AMI Arts Fes-
tival 2024, the month-long
event is designed to bridge
the mural-urban gap through
amiiix of exhibits, works-
hops, performances, and

,discussions.

Theexhibition featuresa
diverse array of artefacts
and archival records that
highlight Bengal’s rural his-
tory and artistry. Key displa-
ys include protohistoric ar-
tefacts dating back to 2000
BCE from excavations at
Asurdanga (Birbhum), pro-
vided by the University of
Calcutta’s archaeology
dept, and15archival records
related tothearchaeological
heritage of rural Bengal, cu-
rated by the directorate of
state archives, dept of hig-
her education.

Richa Agarwal, chair-
person of KCC, emphasised
the festival’s role in foste-
ring connections between
intellectual and popular cul-
ture. “The exhibition under-
scores empathy and inclusi-
vity, bringing together arti-
sans, academics, and ex-
perts to ignite meaningful
dialogue.”

WHAT'S ON DISPLAY

> Protohistoric artefacts dating
back to 2000 BCE from excavations at
Asurdanga (Birbhum)

> 15 archival records related to
archaeological heritage of

rural Bengal

> Sholapith artefacts,

eco-friendly utensils from sugarcane
byproducts & areca leaves by Indian
Museum & Botanical Survey of India
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The event also features
contributions from 25 muse-
ums across Bengal, with
each showcasing archival
treasures that bring a fresh
perspective to rural narrati-
ves. Sachindranath Bhatta-
charya, president of Pa-
schimbanga Sangrahalaya
Samiti, said, “artefacts are
time capsules that narrate
the economic, political, and
social practices of bygoneti-
mes. Preservingtheseiscru-
cial for understanding our
roots.”

AD Chowdhury, director
of the Indian Museum, un-
derscored the overlooked vi-
brancy of India’s rural com-
munities. “Amid urban

sprawl, rural communities
hold a treasure trove of cul-
tural richness that deserves
safeguarding and celebra-
tion,” he said. Sayan Bhatta-
charya, deputy director of
the Indian Museum, added,
“This collaboration provi-
des a vital platform for com-
munities to celebrate their
distinctive identities.”

In addition to artefacts,
the exhibition offers enga-
ging workshops, thought-
provoking film screenings,
live performances and panel
discussions. These activiti-
es aim to foster a deeper un-
derstanding of rural tradi-
tions and their relevance in
contemporary times.



